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The Charleston Earthquake!
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ADRIFT AMID THE BUINS,

Tt waathe night of the Great Earth-
quake, Tuesday, Avgust 31, 1884, ]
In u vast wnd Juxuriously furnished
apartment of bly barcnlal old munsion
near Ewst Bay street, Charleston, Major
Wentworth wes seated, his still keen and
glittering bluck eyea bent in m scowling
guse upon the sumptoously carpeted
floor,

A ekeleton-faced, thin-lipped, hawk-
eyed old gamester, with the greed of a
Bhylock unfortunately linked to the ex-
travagaot deaires ol » Syburite, the Mujor
bad good reasons for evowling, Glancing
around this room, with ita glowing, coatly
palntings, Ita gleawing marble stataes, ita
brackets loaded with pricelees tritles, its
draperies of Ince and velyel, its cabinet
work and upholstery of rosewood aod
marble aud usmesk, he thought to him-
eull, slghing in mivgled fury and rage,
that tormorrow all mignt be torn from
wim, His creditors, wolf-like, were each
duy growing more bold uod 1nasolent syy
pistless, 1f wenight Darke Deésmond failed
0 Lring tbeenm he bad promised, to-mor-
row this 100f—

.The Major did not finish the thought,
but, epringing to his leet, began to pucy
the apartment, growling like some savage
vreature snappiog ut its chains,

*'Hutau bura the fool! Why does he oot
come? Has hig heart faited him at the
Inat moment? Alter olfering me u fortuns
for an opporiuvity ol winning the girl by
wol mvans when fafr had failed, ls he
wilksop enough to throw it awny, fright-
ened by the guga of a troubled con-
science? Curse his consciencel Whoen he
hi lived as long as 1 have, he will begin
10 doubt his possessingoue! Good | it is not
often I am reminded that mioe sl lives;
but sometimes when I think of that girl
left in my charge by a mothar who trusted
me go blindly, 1—I—oh, fool!, Out—out
upon such tbheuglte! They unman mel

for thut girl? Darke Deamond will atone

hist] What sonud was that?

He broke off abruptly, gliding with
wwilt stepe to one of the desp windows,
from which be flung back the shrouding
folda of lace and velvet, as he bent for-
ward, llashing a keen glance outward,

It was after 0 o'clock—the melodious
chimes of Bt. Michael's bad proclaimed
the hoor ten mluutes ago—and under the
vast dome of the screne night sky, threh-
biug with golden slara, Charleston, the
Benutiful, lay polsivy like a gem in the
emrhrace of murmuring waters,

In the sllymry glamour of the starlight
the waller bolidiogs were visible only as
vonfused ma‘sss of opeque shade; out of
them secmed to spring tower and dome
and steeple cutting in silhontte the gleam-
Ing Bouthern sky; below swayod maeses
of sighlpg foliage, rippiinulllina luminous
senj and amid them stolo broczen thal
seemed swooning beneath the ssnsuous
sweetness ol the odora they bore through
the gloom of the brooding, tender night
So calm, eo witehing, so beautiful, who
thit looked wpon Lhat gceno wanld have
dreamed that within an bour that haleyon
hush would be broken, and this geand old
vity, the home of cultore, chivalry and
beauty, would gronn and totter, an Amer-
lean L'sben, boneath the realstless blows
T-' lu! unkpnown Destroyer, inexorable as
"ate

Certalnly no snch thought conld have
intruded upon thoe mind of Msjor Went-
worth ; for, leaning “TfF8HT the window
whila hils hawk-1ike eyca straloed throogh
the ehadows of the troplenl-like garden be-
low him, he rovealed the motive shaping
his notions b catilnﬁ]in a gnarded lone:

“Darke! Darke Desmond, are you
thers ?"

No snswer. Nosound save theaubiued
hum of the restless eity, the solt splash:
ing of falling waters, and the rustle ol
dewy, nheeuinr leaves,

An onth—a low, baleful, hissing sound
~-hroke through the old man' erumbliog

eth,

“Oorsen on him!" he groaned out,
nlenching his bony hands. "1 ho has
been trifling with me, J—."
Agaln he broke off, This time—there
wag no mistake about it—he bad heard a
{notatep. It wanthe heavy though slealthy
footatep of a man, advancing towarda the
housa throngh the garden.

Tha evil {ace of Major Wenlworth light-
ad np with a smile ol eatanle trimmnph.
Leaving the window he approached the
door, and, throwing it open, called softly:
“Nogmond, 1 am awailing you, Haa:
Bimultaneously a tall and graceful {]
ure, envelopod ’m s long black Bpanin
mantle, came ont from the shadows of a
path Irinp.ud with myrtle and ‘oleander,
and, sdvancing with hasty steps, strode
acroes the Lhreshold,

“Qloae the door|" he eaid, In & hoarse
voles muffled by the cloak that was drawn
across his lace in such A manner as to
conceal every fealure savo his deep and
laming eyes, “What do you mean by
(linging everything open in this manner?
Do you wish to have the pnn]ﬂu sbout
herd apying upon ne, old man "

Major Wentwarlh, llinging himeell into
& lnxjrions velvat-lined ohair, laughed
gneeringly,

“You are ¢ coward, Darke Desmond |
If you will take the trouble to look, you
wif] percelve that we are in u room that
cannot be peen from the houses overlook-
ing the wall of this gerden in the street in
{ront of the mansion; and aa for the rear,
they are hidden from ua hlr the magnolia
nmly mock-orange trees, and Lho lyy and
madelria vines that u]'lng to thelr own
mquu How ean thelr ocoupants seo
The cloaked slranger shrugged his
broad shoulders,
~ WNo matter,” he sald ahortly ; and then
ks volosdropping to a hollow whiaper:
#But Juanitaf—lell me of Ler 9"

“ghe sloops,” sald the Major, with a
sinister smile.

“Hal Then you have dmﬁ;ed lor?"
I have done nothlng of the kind|  Hhe
wenerally retires san‘. Aun orphan, with.
out {rlends an yet, what ghonld keep her
;uha L Buarely her thoughts, emblitered

,:'l:lnhli" Interrapted Desmond, with a
slight shudder, **More than once 1 have
?nju to Irlnguell that thls- orlme—ao0 [right-
) ]

He was Interrupted in turn. Turolog
ghaatly pale, Major Wontworth leaned to:
ward him, saylog between his Leeth)

4] underatand you!| Yon would aban

don st the last moment your scheme ol
vangeance) You wonld allow this yirl
whom yott held at your merey, to uulpei
Fooll “Altar she haa rejected  your love
withsoorn?  Anstired that she wlll soon
aurrender bersell o the arms ol some
other more fortanate sultor 1"
A hissing anathema nmsml Desmond's
1lps, His hand mp{pul ubd the concealed
folda of the mantle fell biok frot & dark,
hinughty, corsairdike face, now demons
laad by Lelllm hinto And rage,

“No, ¥ hoeavenal” ha groaned out vio
Ienllg. Rather wonld 1 plunge & dagger
Into ber white bosom | Beautitul; entrang.
ing Juanltal Anothor aball never posssss
you. I have aworn It)"

Major &ln‘!ﬂﬂll looked on with u low

Wivorda]  Idle words]" he scoffed.
!\When you are roady o prove by yoile
nota the slncerity of your assorilonsss—

“Iam ready now!" interrupted Dese

g to asmall inlald tahle
Ittered with drinkivg vessels of out 1111
binsed sllver, slealng & decanter an

and o Iver,
bl fling 1t with tiok red liquor, Then
Intighlng BArsbiy &4 b fited 1 0 hia 1ipe:

Am f
{unnd,nprlu ]

[ must have gold—gold! What do I care | bl

ltlﬁhu‘
baﬂl;gn apariment,

al
‘i Are wo alone?" be asked,
The Major bowad,

to the letter "'
onrselyes and her,”
“she il
gt bl el ke T
manlhwfnif in"the extended palm of

Major Wentworth 8 amall folded .
EII:‘I' :j:thur. tightly closed, was mgmﬁr

('8
“Read it," he sald horriedly. "Yoo
will flad It s s receipt 'in full for the
Rmoun} you owe me, filty thonsand dol-
Theold man vead It slawly, his long
fucs Hushing hotly, his soaky eyes begin-
nlog lo gleain,

"Bomut—-qultn correct,” he sald, pres-
anl.l[v. looking up with a sparkliog and
exultant gass, !

YGooy |" Observéd Desmond, extending
the other hand, “Now do me the [wor
to caat your eyes over this,"

The Major took the paper handed him,
hls copntenance kindling with an almost
lerovious joy,

“Itis w check for illty thousand dol.
larg," be sald, "drawn on the——bank of
Oharleston, snd payable to bearer,"
“Itis the amouat,” sald Desmond, "I
prur.ullgtl to pay you for your saslstance
il

B
2

His voice here sunk to a whisper,
Shudtlsriuliull It were cold, he sudden-
Iy sprang lrom the seat, into which he
bad just llung himsell, and, muttering in-
coherently, walked away to & distant part
ol the room,

At the same wmoment, golseless as n
ahadow, Major Wentworth arose, glided
ncross the evholess carpet, and, whisking
through a doorway, disappeared.

“Hal" exclalmed Desmond, turniog
and at onee percelving that he waa alone,
“What in Satan's name is the meaning of
this? Flamesof 8heol! Are you about
to hetray me, old man "

Uttering these wonls in a deep and
menselog voles, he advanced toward the
dwrwnt Ibrough which Msjor Went.
worth had disappeared with long and
rapid strides,

Simultaneously the white and jeweled
hand of & woman thrnat aside the lace and
velvet drapiog one of the deep windows,
aud & wilaly beautiful face, marble-cold,
whitedipped, flaming-eyed, started forth
from {he outer blackness, looking in upon
m.,

In tho game breath, however, the heart-
wrimi gluss globes near the celling began
rapidly coutracting; and the sbadows
broodiog in dim corners of the room
lengthened and axpanded, stalking forth
like monstrous shapea ol wrath and gloom,
Gialning the doorway, Desmond uttered
& low cry of rago.

YHaol" be growled, “Why have you
turned ofl the lights, old mau "

An avil, mockiog lsugh floated toward
him out of the gloom Lhat relgned in (he

e
=

‘on ara & coward " eaid the Major's
Jeering voico, "I hiave turned off the gas
in order to give you conrage!"

Desmond ﬁruund hia testh,

“Yon liel” he mutterrd. “Lead on!
I will show you that you lie!"

He moved forward us he spoke, and the
two dark fgures, silent a8 epectres,
elidod lorward down the loog and gloomy

all,

Pansing at last beloro & door on his lelt,
Major Woentworth nolselessly threw [t
open, and, pointing to the luxarious and
mly lllumiued room beyond, said inws
husky whisper:

“This apartment |8 Juanita’s boudoir,
On the opjposite yonder is a door commu-
nicating with her bedroom, Noew, in toll-
ing you this, have I [ulfilled every prom-
lee 1 made you?"” B
“You have."

“Good! Then you bave no farther
claim on me?"

“None,”

“Iam froe to quit this maosion at any
momant I ern (it Lo do 8o ?"

“"You are.'™

“Yory well. But before I go one ques-
tion, Darke Deasmond |

“What s it?" demanded’ the other, im-
patiently.

A convalaive tremor passed through the
old man's frame, cansing him to shiver
fram hiead to foot. In & falot and hollow
volee, hin lips writhing with & momentary
angaish, he said elowly: *

faith with me ,lo

“You mean to keep
'3 gfll imarry that girl—save

yon not? Yol
bier—in the en

‘“Yes," replied Desmond, looklog at
him utmngfeliy. “But why—"

“Enongh!” interrupted the old man,
turning’ upon his heel and Ellﬂlna hur
rindly nwair. "My debt ia paid. There ia
no reason for my remalnlng longer here.”
A low, coarse sigh escapsd Dusmond's
Iiiu. Gazing after the receding figure un-
til it was swallowed up n tgu gloom of
the hall, be mattered [n a hall mocking
thengh i'nltnrlng vaice:

“Wretch! Is It pogalble that you can
feel the pangs of remorse? A moment
glnes you oalled me coward! It is you
who are the coward—not 1| Yet altorall,
yours s the greater crime, Why?
causo you beiray the Iunocent creature
who tiusta in_yon. You let down the
bars of the fold and say to the thirsty ti-
Iﬁ" enter, Yop point oat amid the
8l ll.{om the form of a helpless and trost-
ing vietim, Agaln you speak: The vie-
tlm {8 young; the victim s tender. Ti-
ger, do you fear to strike? Aye, the tiger
18 afrald| helaa coward! Onrees on it!"
grinding hia testh with sudden [fary.
“The tiger |s & coward and a fool [
Ultering those words, Degmond, draw-
ing his heavy mantle more closely. aliput
bis tall form, passing through the portal,
and atole like a shadow toward the oppo-
slte door,

Around him draperles of purple silk
and Blmy laco swayed and rustled In the
perfumed Dbreexss of the night. In sha-
dowy nnglea dim goblin shapea seemed to
rlso up and stretch and peer aa he passed.
From each gleaming mirror & mantled
figure advanosd upon him in frightiol
nﬂunnn, with pale, shaking lips and darkly
llaming eyes,

Bhuddering in every limb, he reaghed
the door, lntohlnu] forth his hand to
gEDE the%nit, hie hesitatad, listening, ex-
pecting to hear from beyond some faint,
vague adund,

In vain, His ears wore filletl with
dall and hollow booming, His broad
cheat roso and fell with mivhty heavings,
Barnlog up with the fever of intenss and
matdening exoltemont, he felt that ho waa
snffocatiog, Ollnglng to the holt with one
shaking band, he threw baok his head
clutebing &t his throst with frevied
flogers as he gasped {or aly,

A moment, however, and the woaknpss
had passed. Then, gmiling In bitter sell-
contempt, e nniu'le-ly ushied °ﬂ“ the
door before blm, and, with a gat-dlke foot
{al], entared tho roow beyond.

1ilke the ona he had fust quitted, It waa

only dimly llluminated, a sllver lamp of
unique design, burning an s small table
ol Florentine moealo, throwing over ita
ol and beautllul appoluntments & mellow
and moonlike gleam, *
And oh| how pure, how aweat, how
lu\ralf wah that bpotl  In orossing the
threshold one wes met by s gush of ex:
qulsite odora that at the first seempd
slwost oppressive, This perfume eme-
nated (roin anowy and waxen.whiteflowers
blooming on llitle Inlald stands soattered
hiers aud there, 1t hugg around tha vose:
nolored allkon draperies aweeping from
oarved nod gllded cornioes befare the win.
dowe, olunﬂo tho elastio valvel carpet ol
creameandsgold that oovered the Hoor, and
floated over (he ebony and silken ohlty
and ollomana like sn Invisible but ener
valing vapor,

In the centar of the chamber waa & low
ehony bedatead, heaped bigh with
log, downy pllln!l billows of pi
Ince lloating around
from e rl.

A horriblosmile ourle

a1 his oyes, now lﬂ:dllu with
“ﬁ'm. 100004 '5pon It AdyaRolop

“1 hpar you," sald the Msjor, with his
ul laugh.
Desmond cast & awift glance

#You carrled out my (nstructions {hen
“Yes, Thero Is no one near bealdes
HAnd i:h'x_i ia absolutely at my mercy 1"
A terrible look swept like o flash Reross
heavy

Be- ||

el
It like mistewreattia

Darke Doamond's
nluk by

of the innocent snd (voatful Lucreape,
this unscrupulous and remorseless wretc!
had pra the sancity of this,

quinin the dead hosh o
barning glance upon Lis destined
80 mow, in breathless silence

yvietim
B

her deep and regular breath
night robes ol costly lace and em

of ber perfect and volupinousl,

rson, Juanita llg thers, enchantin
ytherea rocked by the waves in
couch of gllstening foam,

wretch gassd upon her in gloating sis
lence, By the cheatened gleam of the
lamp burning near he could eee that her
long dark lsahes and ivory pale cheeks
were web as il with tears, But he scarce-
ly noticed this, An orphan's lears an
rruerl were nothing to him, Devoid of
rue manhood, there was nothing within
him to which her helplesa innocence
could appeal, In that moment, ss he
stood there leaniog over her, he could
think of nothing but that glorions, mad-
dening besuty that had enslaved him,
Deal to the pleading volee of consclence,
blind to the yisikle appeal of her unpro-
tected and, therefore, doubly macred
womanhood, he glared at her with a de-
lirious and dgarhh adoration—that flend-
lah loye thut pursues 1ta vietim but to de~
#roy !

“Nita!" he evclaimed, in & hoarse vioce
broken with emotion, *"Juanite, swake 1"
No anawer, Bmiling in her dreams, the
oung wirl's roay lips parted witha few
ow, musical, inarticalate words, and her
head, lying in its clond of midnfght hair,
turned on the pillow, bringing the match.
less, Iace soadorable in its ravishing dusk
|oveliness, nenrer his,

Agigh such 8s might have burst from
the cheet of 4 famished woll arose in the
ulet room, Then pauting with a flerce
and uoholy rapturs, Dasmond stooped and
glued nig polluting hpu to herm,
“Mine—all mine!," he articulated, in &
muilled voice, his whole being quivering
with the lferocious ocatasy that w clioging
kins inspired,

At the same moment, however, the
beantiful n‘.uetar otirred uneasily, Tne

preessure of those burninf lips had dlia-
tarbad her, Her bosom heaved with a
ponyulalve moy t, 'he arm eoclrell

her dark head fell to her eide. A faint

moan escaped hor lips,  Blowly hor eyes

—greatglowing wells of living flame—open-

od nud looked whont ber,

“Nita!" exclaimed the monster heaide

ler, in & hushed thoogh vibrating voice,
Mercifal God ! what horrible glitmare

—he must, Besides, It ls he—. But,|shaped ilames in the great cluster of glit- | was Lhis?

For one Instant she gazad athim, dazed,
quivering, damb! For one {nstanf, while
ber oyes, borning with besseching horrar,
took in that mantled form, that hand-
some, lurid,gloating fage, her brain seem-
od to discredit the evidence of her own
seoses, It appeared to her that this
creatura stooplog over her was a shadow

feverish aod disordered dream,

Then like a flash, ns the abhorred truth
suddenly pierced hor whirling brain, she
drew back with n great and terrible atart,
tearlog her snowy garmonts from his ner.
vous cluteh s she sprang from the couth,
atterliog a low bat thrilliog shrick of an-
guished shame,

A fierce and bratal laogh rang from the
libertine's enrling lips.

“Nita! Nita! You canaot escapo me!
I have sworn to possees you, hzutiful
ooal You are mine!"

Ull.erlu;i thoss  pusalonate words, he
bounded forward, and, na the desperato,
belpless creaturo  turned to {ly, be eneir-
cled her woft aud palpltating Hgare with
his ernel, moscnlar armal
A second shriek—louder, more thrilling,
maddened, agonizyd—liroke from
Juanita'a now ashen lips!

“Ab, plty " she exclaimed, in o snllogs-
tiog volve; and ralsing her sweet, solt
ayea to heavan: “Oh God of the delense-
less! aro Thy thunders still 7"

Hush! Waa that an onswer to her
prayer? Was it the voleo ol the Almigh.
ty that suddenly atirred asod thellled
throngh the sllonce ? ;
Breathleasand aghast the llbartine stag-
gered baokward, bia arms falling from
around her, his bead bant fn intent listen-
ing, his starting eyes straining through
the thivk air,

Then on the death-like atillness of that
mamorable moment cama the sound lond-
or aod deepor—a hideous and rumblin
jar that lroze the blood with horror mg
cansed the lsaping heart to panse for an
Instant in ita mad beating!

Clasping her while hands upon her
lﬂ“ﬂlz bosom, Juanita sank on her
noes, her suowy robes sweeping around
herlike the drapery of u saint, as she 1ift-
ed her pathetic eyea to Leaven, with holy
lips movivg in volgaleas prayer,
Bimultaneously that horrible thrill
deepened, the rumbling became a roar,
rolling on the ear like the distant boom of
a canuon, or the dinpason of » mighty
seal ‘The windowa ahook; the Hoor quly-
ered ; all through the mansion sonnde
the raitle and olatter ol artiolea falling
from tables nnd shelves,

Meanwhilo tha roar, increaslng in thuao.
deroua volume, seemed on every hand.
Aliove, below, nround it growled, siretch-
nglorth ita mhihty arma like Encolados
aronsed from his voleanie bed, groaning
and bellowing amid lava and (lame,

With a gasp of horror, Darke Deamond
tarned to fly,  He had felt the floor heave
and sway beneath him, He had seen the
palnted ‘walls qniver as il shaken by an
omnipotent hand,

At the sanmpe (nstant, abova the hollow
roaring, now miogled with the thander of
shattered and Jdown-erashing walls, came
the rush of ndvancing foolsteps, and
through a window near the wretoh burst
a figure of glorious and god-like beauty
swilt and flerce a8 an avenging Fatal

YMarderer of innocence!” exclalmed &
rGIn IFF volee, "It ls the vengeance of

0
Then ns the walls ground togethor and
the celling tossed to and [fro and burst

like the billows of a slorm-swept ses, and
the roar and crash of a thousand thundars
pocmed to split the shudderiog alr, the
unknown uwa[.\t the cowerlng dastard
aslde, and, reeling ns he sprung, galned
the sfde of Junanita, clasping ber close in
his strong and sheltering arme,

Anonp in some welrd dream, Juanits
saw this goddike belng spring through
the window into the aparimentbefore
her, heard the terrible words he hurled at
Desmond as he fluog the wretoh aside,
know that he approached her over the
owinging floor, felt herwell lifted and
olasped to his warm, broad brosst, and
koow, althovgh hor fage was hl.lldan.
erashed agalnat his |umlnn bosom, tha
throngh all the raln "of falllng laths an
hrloks and plastering and cloads of sulg.
oaling lime, he wns Learing her nn ont
Into the atreet, whero, seoire from orumb.
I.lri:l\ulll. he hoped to Gnd a place ol
ealy

Uorll with horror, she spoke not, moved
not In thoss musaular thuuﬁh tendor
arme, she folt as a child wonld feel borne
upon the brenat of ita fathor, 1l human
wer could save biar, shie nead fear notlis
n%. This bolug, na strong and brave and
gentle, had resolved to resous her
any earthly forco conld nocompliah {4,thal
fores (ny In the muscles of him who sup

tled bor

Theas thoughta fashed through her
mind with tho awiftness of light, " As her
respner oprang throagh a doorway out
{nto the night, and ahe felt u{ln hor
thinly clothed form the !mh.gntlr moy:
ftg air, they wera followed by others that
turned lieg falnd with paln, Slok—death.
Iy slek=with that fearfal rocking and
awaying, lhoutlh the frat nhook ol the
frightiul eartbdhroo had passed, sbe
tI'uuuhl nob naw of her own  wollars, but
ol thint of her Liescherous aad evilminded
guardian,
“Oh lludl
'uull\:. E

—_—

walls

broke npon her hearin
oot ory cﬂoimwmmd

%

¥

=

'are
{ night b?ll hia

that
“‘ln'du-‘ithll ruthless libertine looked

neonseions of that balefnl and wither-
[:ﬁ §m. her white bosom heaving w{:! ed o

ered
cambrio clinging to the exquisitg carves
awelling

Look

b

For a lew moments the despicable

d | poor lady who

—4 vislon—the fantastic creatlon of a ]

asunder, and the floor rocked and heaved | b
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" aho breathed, In acoents of
fo 1o still n that bullding=
lld.iﬂnl'hlpll-'hlllllll beneath it falling

Ab the spoke thuy, n worman's volos near
nlterlog & low,

listen! T
ope mad 1"

Bhe spoke the truth, From fursnd near,
through the thunderous crash of falliog
walls and the rashing roll of thonsands of
ﬁrln%oot balls, cama cries of wild wgony
and lear—heart-rending wailsof women
and children, Hmnu of the wounded and
h'lphdnul lgz, 0ap monns of the abandon.

¥

Ita felt the hreast upon which she
heayes with a deep sigh of agony,
| look!" murmured the yoang
man, a8 it unconsclowsly giving utterance
his thonghts, “The horrora of the
earthquake bave driven them insans!”
“Yurnon—oh, my friend! wo shall be
thrown down, trampled upon, killed " ex.
claime! the voice of thy girl that had
ppoken once belors, .
“What! by this throng advancing?
They wonld not ipjore ui, Helen, Bee
bow they part, sweeplog around yonder
bas sunk down, holdiog
alolt her little helpless chiid !"
"Ob, pror mother| Poor, innocent,
tender bubel"
Those words sent through Jusnita's
gentlo heart & pang ol keenpst pain,
Btruggling faintly, she attempted to raiss
ber Eud. sayiog {n a stifled volco:
“Ralease me, please, 1—1 am strooger
now, It is not right that I should longer
be & barden toryou,"
Low s these .broken sentences were
|apoken, ber rescuer heard them, Bending
his lofty head, hia deep, Hashing, dark
eyes looked into hers,
"Are yon quoite sure you are slrong
enough to walk lady 7" he asked, gently,
Bhe n assentingly, forcing her
poor, pale, tremulous |ips ﬁm A smile,
Wit 'is well," hesaid, stooping, placing
ber upon her feet,
Then there wero a rush of [ootateps all
around them, a babel ol shrieks, and
calls, and ories, aud somekind band threw
& long, dark mantle aboul Juoadita's
shoulders, & deep volee eaying, as the
glver hurled by:
“Take it, child, take It! You need It
more than Idol"
Tenrs sprang to the yonog girl's boanti-
ful eyes, Instinctively turnlog ln the dis
reclion ol that recwding volce, her heart
awelling with sbame and arnhuda 00in
miogled sbhe drew the mantle over har
righly embroldered night robas, saying:
"'0b, thank you! kind aud gecsrous
triond | But, alas! [ koow not where—"'
Y“Oomu| come|" broke in a swilt, sweet
voles st beraide, “He s already lost in
tha crowda before us, You will probably
never 8ee the man again."
Juanita looked wround Inquirlngly,
{linging the raven tressas back (rom har
now flushed and burning cheeks as she

d g0,

The actlon brought Ler face to face with
8 woman of regal nud stataseque beauty,
dressed (o garments of lustroless black,
that fell aroand her noble figure in graco-
ful though sombre folds, Her colorless
and wildly lovely facs, glosming like a
waxon lily ngaiost the glooming bavk.
r:onnd of her heavy aweeplag vell, was
o {act the same that hod appoared at the

window of Major Wentworth's mansion,

fect and boras forward at the merey of
thrig:s human wavea now boarlng down on

us
Juanita turned to him, ber limbs quive.
ering, her broust torn with cruel sobs, her
eyes ralning bitterast leara,
“My guardino!" she panted, “He la
there " pointing with one . shaking Hoger
to the shattered wallsol the Wentworth
lon, nlready Liginning to glow wilh
lurid light. “My God!" ghe murmured,
ll:rl??kgn y. “Must we luave him to per-

A seornful and bitler langh eacaped the
black-robed Indy's carling lips.
“You ara wrong!" she erind, “The

Before this fierce and tragle declaration
Juanita recoiled,
“What do you mean?” ahe falntly

pad,
Another volos anawered her—lha volos
her handsome and heroie young pre-
rver,
“There la no tima to explan, lady, Par-
mit me," flinglng his arm about hor walst,
and boarlng her swiltly forward. "Euch
moment the crowd thickens, Helen, you
arastrong and brave, but wa muat not bs
peparated, llal;:‘tzi\ro mé your hand |"
As he uttered thess words, Juenita
glanced baok, Mereilal Gud! what a

« [#cene! What confuslon! what uprosr!

what madness| It was enough to sloken
and dismay the nlmnﬁml enoagh ta il
with despest pity hoearts ol %mn and
stone |
They were but a law paces In front of
an immense throng ol people that had
poured ot of numerons little slde strasts
and was surging toward Meeting stroot by
“ﬁ of Calhoun,

all-snflocated with the dry, white
duat that aross In blinding volumes [rom
toppling obimneys, sinking roofs and
ahattered walls, theas paople came rushing
on with rockless hnste, Jilting thelr prayer-
[ul, agonizad facea to heaven, stretcliing
forth frantically appealing hands toward
those pitilesa stars, filling the aolt air of
night with their hoarse shioals and heart-

rending lamentalions,

U&nn them was Ilun&lh o roddlsh glow
{ the kindling fires that now began to
glare and flicker through the gloom
arount—first bursting from gas-jats and
overturned lamps In those housss the

earth-throe had wrenohod, and split and

or,

The slrest lamps burned dimly; they
looked like bleared yellow oves, hall-
drowned in that white and choking

o)

Eftmn:l;h. It with & roar ltke thesound
of many waters, Lhe horror-atricken crowds
eame billowing blindly on.

Kol fndividasl was for himasll then,
Thore was no time to think of others in
those awlul moments, Every sys wain
flash of horror; every lip was a shrlek of
prayer,

An Juanita was hurrled [forward, she
[elt the hot breathlug of the flsslost in
that throng bisat upon her as they nearsd
her and passsd, Ehen the roar of yolces
and foolateps prew louder; figinre alter
gure whinaed arrow-like by; her braln
roelod na hor gasn swept [rom ona objeot
to another in terror and pity and pain,

"Oling to me " sald the voles of Vernon
at herear, “Oling to ma tightly, il you
would not be swept fram my slde!”

8ho obeyed him moehanlcally, In hor
[m];lmll.md ohlld: ke trast, lig looked
to him for ald and guldance ma ono would
look to a superior belng,

Meatiwhila the maln body of the rash-
Ing throng drew steadily nearer, Men,
wamen and children, many of them cloths
ed onIJ in thelr nl‘ﬂht garmenls, now
came (lying elamorously past.

Wiaaten | exclalmed Vernon to hia
falr dompanions, "Mation Bquare ls clogs
belore us,”

Au ha oitared the words, however, Ju.
anita folt a deathly woaknens stealing over
her. 1t was the nervona exhanation con-
sequont on the lerelble excltemant through
which she had alesnly passed, Attacked
an lngtant Inter with a violent veriigo, she
raeled, and wonld have fallon had not
Yernon Rilledge atipported her with hils
ll.l;l)a" and liamh or lluhl;l "rlgc.'l welllag]

‘Bear upl" ha whispared, thelllingly.
Yilta brave! be atrong] Inafow mnmnn{l
m?rr we ahall be In & place of comparative

e

Eh:- Ifted hor lmgly head, wreathed In
Ita poft mussee of fonting rayen halr, her
pathotio eyes full of plteons deapalr,

“Toannot!" gasplog brokenly, "I am

crlog are enough to drive

over hers, Hiseyes, blsz ng with aatrange,
dsep, atar-like lustre, piuvged thelr pass-
fonato splendor into hers,

“Never!" he sxclalmed, melodionsly,
"1 hava saved you (rom & worse fate than
this which now menaces ns; and I awaar
no human powsr shall reach yoo to hann
one halr of your innocent head whils God
[lvaﬁ;m atrepgth to shield and defond

0l

earthquake! Ob! Heaven we are loat!"

atory will be found in No, 29 of The Nu-

tional Weekly Story Poper, Which ls now

ready and for sale by nowadealera every-

L Priva Bix Conts per Copy,
e ir——

Advics to Mothers,
Are yon disturbed st night and broken
of your reat by a sick child puffering and
with pain of cutting teeth? If so,
pend at once and get a bottle of Mus,
Winsiow's Boormmna Bysur wom Omit-
pieN Tugraing, Its valoe ia incalculs-
ble, It will relieye tha poor little suflurer
immediately, Demd upon It, mothers,
there is no mistake abont it, Itcures
%mlary and diarrhoes, regulates the
mach  and bowels, cures wind colie,
poltens the gums, rednoss inlammation
snd gives tono and energy to the whols
?ﬂm. Mus, Winntow's Bootmixg
Yiaue yoR OuiLbres Treruing is pleasant
to the taste, and is the prescription of one
of the oldest and besi lemale nurses and
hysiciana in the United States, and is

rnrula by all d.nlﬂllh thronghout the
wnrld. Prine 35 centa a hotile. iumw

e HALL'S

BALSAMag

Cures Consumption, Colds, Pnenmo=
nin, Influenza, Bronohial, Diffioulties,
Bronohitis, Hoarsoness, Asthma,
Croup, Whooping Cough, and all
Disensas of the Brenthil}ﬂ Organs, It

ﬁn. aven though E!’oniona] nid fails,
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YHark!" ghuddered the woman in black,
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“Who are you, lady " asked Juunila, in i I
& low, awed vales, 2 JAS8. H, ?‘ILSRN.

A slogular amile—n emile like ths glim- ; W it ".i.':‘ih’;ﬁf..”’:'e,
mer ol sunlight upon lco—wreathed the ﬁ =
olﬂ}r'u “pii a ! ; - Pw. ’
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